


10/ THE SOLDIER 
OF THE FUTURE 

Since the end of the Cold War, the infantry has 
become a constantly evolving tool within Western 
armies, along with the reduction of pharaonic wea-
ponry projects and increased use of Special Forces 
with different equipment. Each country explores dif-
ferent solutions whether biological, mechanical, or 
computer, to change the nature of man and make 
them less vulnerable and more powerful. From the 
suit that filters sweat turning it into drinkable water, 
to micro-drones of the size of a hummingbird, from 
lens with infrared vision to substances that keep 
soldiers awake without disturbing their judgments, 
solutions are always at the forefront of technolo-
gy. An in depth journey in a world where science 
pushes the limits of the possible, where man is a 
double-edged sword, both medium of peace and 
warrior with outsized abilities.

1/ ALL TRACKED
Today more than ever, technology allows anyone 
to track us everywhere. Cameras, smart cards 
mobile, social network, it has become almost im-
possible to go unnoticed! But this is just the be-
ginning….Scientists, engineers and industrials are 
developing new tools to look at us more closely, 
and even more discretely. Such as clever cameras, 
drones, ID cards, subcutaneous implants... Appli-
cations of tracking devices seem limitless.

2/ WATCH 
THE BRAIN THINK

Could we ever anticipate or prevent the deve-
lopment of neurodegenerative diseases such as 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, epilepsy? Will we ever 
be able to understand what a patient in a coma 
feels? Is there a «neural code» which, like the ge-
netic code, is unique to each individual? Today, the 
brain is one of the few parts of the human body that 
has not revealed all its secrets yet. However, this 
complex organ gifted with an extraordinary capa-
city for data processing, is particularly vulnerable. 
Its dysfunction can sometimes cause really heavy 
and disabling diseases. A journey into the largest 
facility worldwide dedicated to the exploration of 
the brain: The Neurospin, an ultra-modern plat-
form of 11,000 m2 continually pushing the limits of 
brain imaging thanks to the most powerful MRI of 
the world. An immersion at the heart of the latest 
scientific and technological advances implemented 
to deliver man from certain diseases affecting the 
nervous system. 

3/ LIVING IN SPACE
With the increase of the population, resource de-
pletion and endless nuclear disasters, the future of 
humanity on Earth is now being questioned. Where 
to go? The vast and infinite space appears as evi-
dence to us. But which economic, physiological 
and technological pressures should men overcome 
to achieve this goal? And once up there, where 
to get energy? Laboratories from all around the 
world are working on this challenge. Could we be 
completely independent from the Earth and self-
sufficient for several generations? Could we make 
a liveable planet by recreating an atmosphere si-
milar to Earth? With space prowess and scientific 
advances, space doesn’t scare anymore ... the de-
velopment of space tourism is an obvious proof. 

4/ CUSTOM MADE 
BABIES, THE FUTURE 

OF HUMAN 
REPRODUCTION

For three decades, medicine intervenes increasin-
gly in human reproduction. Today, infertility, often 
seen as a curse by the couples concerned, is no 
longer inevitable. But is it possible to go further in 
medically assisted procreation? Will it be possible 
to control in vitro all stages of the conception, from 
the creation of embryos to birth? In many countries 
already, the embryos created by in vitro fertiliza-
tion are screened for selection. Only those with 
the best features are then implanted into the ute-
rus of the mother to come. How is this selection 
done? Will we, from a single skin cell, be able to 
recreate gametes in vitro and result in birth? With 
advances in genetics, do we have to be afraid of 
eugenics abuses? Between fantasy and reality, a 
journey through the beginnings of a real medical 
revolution, inseparable from a deep ethical and 
societal reflection.

5/ LIFE ELSEWHERE
Are we alone in the universe? An international 
scientific investigation, this documentary film allows 
us to meet the scientists who track the existence of 
alien life form. Is there, somewhere, another in-
telligent civilization with which we could commu-
nicate one day? These issues are now taken very 
seriously by the entire scientific community since 
the search for alien intelligence, which began in 
1960 in the United States. What are the conditions 
that could help their development? What could the 
planets that would house it look like? How to get in 
contact with other civilizations? 

6/ IMMORTALS
We are living increasingly old and we keep get-
ting 6 hours of life expectancy on average every 
day. Will the lifespan be increasing limitless? Can 
science stretch the limits of the human body to im-
mortality? Born in the 1990s, the longevity science 
is still relatively young and booming. Close disco-
veries may revolutionize our lives. If the miracle 
pill is not quite there yet, the research explores 
many ways to cheat death: diet, genetics, exer-
cise, drugs, stem cells ... An overview of the most 
promising ways to achieve eternal life. 

7/ MARS, THE 
ULTIMATE FRONTIER 

Mars is about to be colonized. Our robots are 
already there, to recognize and prepare the 
ground. So when will it be humans’ turn? Since 
1960, 47 missions to the Red Planet have been 
programmed. Last achieved: the Curiosity project. 
The scientific community is unanimous: Mars is the 
new frontier of life. Is there still water in liquid form 
in the basement? Can it house life? How man could 
survive in such a hostile environment? From means 
of solar sail propulsion to artificial gravity gene-
rators, from space greenhouses to recycling urine 
into water, from landing shuttles to survival com-
partments/boxes, all the elements of a human mis-
sion to Mars have already been designed. Closer 
to NASA and ESA scientists, we will explore our 
universe, while keeping in mind the dreams raised 
by the promise of alien life and the possibility to 
colonize another planet over the decades coming.

8/ EPIDEMIC, 
THE NEW THREAT 

With a strong concentration in cities, increasing 
international flows, intensive livestock farming 
or global warming, the environment is more and 
more conducive to the emergence of a new threat: 
spreading diseases. Just like the SARS epidemic 
in 2003 or the H1N1 flu in 2009, each time, the 
apparition of a new disease brings fear to the 
global health authorities. Is there a risk that mu-
tant viruses and bacteria contaminate the cities, 
countries or even the entire planet? How to be pre-
pared for a possible pandemic scale? Infectious 
diseases are now responsible for 14 million deaths 
each year worldwide. A race against the clock in 
which researchers are committed to anticipate epi-
demics and to identify them as quickly as possible. 
Between irrational fear of contagion and scientific 
reality, this documentary unravels the true from the 
false, to better understand the magnitude of what 
threatens us in the decades coming.

9/ NANOMEDICINE
Nanotechnologies, one of the most promising 
areas of research today: mastery of the infinitely 
small. In the industry, researchers are discovering 
materials more than 100 times stronger than steel, 
they create outstanding electrical conductors, self-
cleaning or depolluting substances. Applied to hu-
mans, they could revolutionize medicine and the 
control of the human body. By injecting nanopar-
ticles into the body, researchers could detect in the 
future every disorder before the onset of symptoms. 
Could these new techniques cure cancer?  Doctors 
have a lot of hope. Let’s discover the most impres-
sive capabilities of this cross between technology 
and medicine: brain-machine interface. Microcom-
puters, implanted directly into the cerebral cortex, 
allowing blind people to see through an artificial 
eye, or quadriplegics to control robotic prostheses. 
But how far can we manipulate the human?



The world of tomorrow is being consciously built to-
day! Artificial intelligence, medically assisted repro-
duction, nanotechnology, biometrics, the quest for 
immortality...

Whether within laboratories, research institutes or pri-
vate companies, engineers, scientists and technicians 
are constantly reinventing our future. What used to be 
pure science fiction, mostly featured in fiction films and 
novels, is becoming more and more real every day. 
This groundbreaking documentary series explores the 
decreasingly small contrast between science fiction 
and real life. To reflect the latest scientific revolutions 
of our days, ten directors from diverse backgrounds 
have set up their cameras in the world’s most presti-
gious research centers. With a modern narrative struc-
ture, the use of computer graphics, sound effects and 
a futuristic graphic design, the series offers an innova-
tive and exciting approach to science and unveils the 
secrets of tomorrow’s greatest scientific discoveries.

COPRODUCED BY
AB PRODUCTIONS AND DOCLAND YARD 

DIRECTED BY: 
1/ Quentin Domard - 2/ Samy El Hourch - 3/ Laura Farrenq - 4/ Sophie Tardy-Joubert - 5/ Oscar Hernandez

6/ Sarah Lainé - 7/ Eric Paternot - 8/ Sonia Ruspini - 9/ Hugo Hernandez - 10/ Caroline Hocquard ol
ot

ro
pp

.c
om


